
December Colt 
Richland #44 School District & Community Newsletter 

In this issue: 
*2nd Grade Letters to Santa   *Coffee with Kids - January 3, 2020 
 
* Upcoming Strategic Plan   *JHGBB Season Wrap-up     *Foundation Update   
 
* Elementary Music Notes 



Hello Colt Country! 
 
The end of the semester is quickly approaching, with January 10 marking the official end of 
first semester. The year is flying by! It was wonderful to celebrate the upcoming holiday sea-
son with excellent musical programs from both elementary and secondary students. Thank you 
for attending those events and supporting our students and music teachers, and congratulations 
to students on a job well done! 
 
Last spring, the North Dakota legislature passed SB 2265, also known as the Days to Hours bill, that gives 
school districts flexibility within their instructional calendars.  The state will no longer track the number of 
school days each district has (previously the requirement was 175), but rather now has a minimum number of 
instructional hours for elementary and secondary.  We exceed these expectations by over 100 hours, giving us 
additional flexibility for weather makeup days and professional development days. However, we do not want to 
shortchange students on instructional time. We plan to use weather makeup days that are built into the calendar 
for full missed days of school.  If we end up having storm days later in the year, we may not be able to make 
them all up as we do not currently plan to utilize Saturdays or summer days as makeup days. If you have ques-
tions about this bill or our implementation, please let me know.  
 
Finally, as most of you know I will be going on maternity leave shortly. I plan to be gone for parts of January 
and February. I will still be making any and all district-related decisions (including changes to school days based 
on weather).  Mr. Spencer Timm, our high school social studies district and activities director, will be taking 
over daily operations at the high school while I am away.  Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Timm with ques-
tions or concerns.  I will periodically be checking email, so if you need to contact me directly please do so. 

 
I hope you all have a wonderful holiday with family and friends and enjoy the break from 
school.  We look forward to seeing all students back on Thursday January 2! 
 
Warmly, 
Dr. Britney Gandhi 
Superintendent  
 

The Richland #44 School Board is embarking on the 
important work of creating a strategic plan. Before the 
work begins, we are looking to gather feedback from 
the community and parents on the strengths and weak-
nesses of our school district. It is essential to us that we 
receive input from our stakeholders in order to help the 
committee plan. 

A community focus group will be held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 5, 2020, from 2-4 pm at the junior/senior high 
school in Colfax. In order to plan for the focus group, 
we are requesting that all attendees RSVP.  Please 
RSVP by January 1 at https://forms.gle/W52MCkpfWpoifvRD8  

or by calling the main office at (701) 372-3713. To en-
sure no one is missed, we will not accept email RSVPs. 

 

We look forward to hearing from our community and 
hope to see you January 5! 

https://forms.gle/W52MCkpfWpoifvRD8


Seasons Greetings to you and your families!  With frost-covered windows, carols being 
sung, and the smell of freshly baked cookies, we are in ‘the most wonderful time of the 
year’.  The elementary music program at the beginning of December was filled with car-
ols, which you possibly found yourself singing along to.  Thank you to Mrs. Viland and 
Mr. Aamold for their time and dedication to organizing this concert.  It was fun hearing 
the children sing and play their instruments!  What a wonderful way to begin the holiday 
season.   
 
Throughout this month, we have been encouraging students to donate candy to the Joy 
Project, organized by Mrs. Bengtson.  On December 18, we will spend the afternoon 
making cards, placemats, and blankets, while also filling mugs with candy and stuffing stockings.  The Joy Pro-
ject gives gifts to those who are homeless or have recently struggled with homelessness and this project is an im-
pactful way to give our students an opportunity to help those who are going through this.  KVRR – 10 will be at 
Richland Elementary on Wednesday afternoon to do a news story on the Joy Project.   I hope you find time to 
watch it during the evening news!  
 
As we are experiencing colder temperatures, please make sure your child is dressed for the weather.  We will be 
outside most mornings and afternoons.  Visiting and talking with your child about dressing for the weather is 
greatly appreciated.  If you have an old pair of snow pants, gloves, boots, or hats that are gently used, please con-
sider donating them to Richland Elementary School.  We keep these items on hand for the days when children 
happen to forget theirs at home.   
 
As we move into the weeks ahead, I wish you a blessed Christmas Season with friends and family!  
Elicia Hofmann 
Richland Elementary Principal  



Mrs. Rieger’s 2nd grade students 

have been busy writing letters to 

Santa this year! 











Mrs. Klein’s 
third grade 
students have 
been having a 
fun filled first 
semester!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The nine member junior high basketball team played twelve nights against ten dif-
ferent schools during November and December. The season was full of close con-
tests and breakthrough basketball moments. Alison H (8th Grade) is knowledgeable 
about the game and positions well on defense. Isabel V (8) brings high energy to the 
floor and never sees a shot she doesn’t like. Alayna S (7) led the team in scoring, 
rebounding, blocks and steals. Emma S (7) plays tight defense. Inger H (7) drives to 
the hoop strong on the left side. Kalie B (7) is coachable and uses the backboard 
well. Lily M (7) is quick, conditioned and has a nice shot. McKayla S’s (7) defense 
is stifling. Sydney L (7) is feisty in a good way and creates assist-to-score opportuni-
ties for the team.  

 

This season our team focused on off-ball movement, 
defensive positioning, proper shooting form, 
strengthening weak side dribbling and layups, using 
our bodies to box out, drop step, baby hook, reverse 
layups, triple-threat, screen-and-rolls and overall 
game management. Each day these athletes brought 
good sportsmanship, positive energy and teamwork 
to the gym.  
 
Congratulations Colts on a great season!  
-Coach Janelle Berseth 



Despite the sub zero tempera-
tures, the Colfax Gym was 
packed full of family and friends 
on Tuesday night, December 10 
as the students of Richland Ele-
mentary gave their annual 
Christmas Concert.  The theme 
of this year’s concert was “Here 
We Come A Caroling.”  The 
program began with holiday se-
lections by the 5th and 6th grade 
bands, under the direction of Mr. 
Aamold. It was followed by PK - 
6th grade students,  who had 
worked diligently to memorize a 
collection over 30 Christmas 
songs, including our favorites 
about Christmas bells, Christmas snow, and Santa and his reindeer. We even had a visit from some singing Chip-
munks!  The 4th Grade girls reminded us that Christmas not what is under the tree, but what is in our hearts.  The 
program ended with the students singing many of the traditional Christmas hymns telling the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Sixth grade student Abbie Fischer did a great job with her solo on “O Holy Night,” and the audience 
joined with the all the students in singing “Silent Night.”  It was a wonderful night of traditional Christmas mu-
sic, which we hope put everyone in the true spirit of Christmas!     Evonne Viland,  Elementary Music  

The wildlife team earned 5th place.  Zachariah 
earned a gold award (13th).  Team members 
were Eric (35th), Elliot (54th), Kalie (59th), 
Nick (72nd), and Otto (90th).  The agronomy 
team of Wade (6th), Izzy (19th) and Ryley 
(20th) placed 5th.  In Small Animal Care, Kier-
sten received a gold and placed 11th while 
Cora placed 25th.  In hippology, Ella received 
11th place and Trinity received 39th, and in 
horse selection they placed 63rd and 67th re-
spectively.  Gwen earned 18th and Tiana 
placed 23rd in Nursery/Landscape, and Emma 
E placed 31st in floriculture.  Lily D took 14th 
in Ag Sales and Zane took 59th in Ag Mechan-
ics.   



Be sure to check out our  next 

Issue coming January 2020 

Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 

Please remember as the weather has suddenly turned to cold and 
wet, students are required to have the appropriate winter clothing 
with them. 

Students riding the bus will need to make sure they have a hat, 
gloves, warm coat, and boots (warm shoes).  This 
is also encouraged for students who are driving 
to school.  Winter weather can be harsh and bus-
ses and vehicles are at risk for stalling or even 
going into the ditch.  Warm clothing is required 
incase something like this happens. 

Elementary students are required to have boots 
and snow pants along with hat, gloves, and warm 
coats. 

About 10 months ago, the process of forming the Richland #44 Foundation 
was started shortly after receiving a very generous donation in December 2018 
from the late Darrel Hendrickson. 
 
Darrel’s wishes were for the principal of this donation to be used as scholar-
ships for the students of Richland #44.  To ensure the correct process is fol-
lowed and that the details of these scholarships and disbursements are in the 
best interest of everyone involved, the Foundation Board has been working 
diligently to make sure all aspects of the foundation and scholarships are care-
fully thought out. 
 
The foundation is currently in the process of becoming a 501(c)3 company.  
As these steps are completed and details of the scholarship process are final-
ized we appreciate the patience. 
 
The board recently hired Juli Mauch as foundation direc-
tor to keep the forward thinking of the foundation in mo-
tion.  In addition, Becky Bakke with the Fargo Public 
School Foundation, will be working with the Richland 
#44 Foundation to get it off the ground and policies in 
place.  
 
Please watch for more details over the next few months 
as the foundation grows and scholarship plans are final-
ized. 


