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While the audience may have been smaller than in the past, the commencement ceremo-
ny went on as normal. 
 
On Sunday, May 22nd, Richland #44 graduates walked across the stage and received 
their diplomas in  front of a sparsely filled gymnasium of immediate family members 
only.  A unique experience at the end of what was a very unique senior year. 
 
As the graduates leave Rich-
land #44 and each begin the 
next stage of their lives, we 
wish each and everyone of 
them the best of luck on 
wherever their path may 
lead them.  Congratulations, 
Class of 2020! 



Happy Summer Colt Country! 

Wow, what a year we have had. You all survived distance learning 4th quarter with CONNECT #44 
and did a wonderful job.  Thank you to our teachers for their hard work teaching students from afar 
and thank you to students for quickly adapting to a new way of learning. Parents, thank you for your 
patience along the way and for helping your kiddos at home while many of you were also transition-
ing to working from home. 

I have had a lot of questions about what the fall will look like, but we just don’t have those answers 
now.  I told our 7th-12th grade students during the last week of school that I am hopeful we will be back in August, but it 
will be dependent on how the virus grows or declines this summer. As always, as soon as I have updates I will send them to 
you.   

Our Back to School Night is planned for Thursday August 20 and the first day of school is Wednesday August 26.  

Our outside facilities are open for public use, including the playground in Abercrombie. If a group of organization wants to 
use our outdoor facilities for more formal use, please email me at least 48 hours in advance. 

PTO will be continuing their Family Support Program over summer to provide personal and household items.  I will send 
out a biweekly email throughout summer to sign up, and these items will be provided biweekly.  Items will be picked up 
from the front of the elementary school in Abercrombie. 

If parents are seeking mental health providers for children/adolescents over the summer, see Mr. Potter’s website for local 
providers under “Parent Resources.” His website can be accessed from the R44 district website. 

For now, enjoy this much deserved break away from school and computer screens! I hope you are able to spend time out-
doors in the warm weather and with your loved ones.  Stay safe! 

-Dr. Gandhi  

We are thrilled to announce that Hanna Johnson, Richland 
#44 Class of 2020 and daughter of Gregg and Nancy John-
son, Walcott, ND, has been named a U.S. Presidential 
Scholar! 

Hanna will be attending Harvard College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, majoring in Government and Public Poli-
cy. Congratulations, Hanna! 

The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 
1964, by executive order of the President, to recognize and 
honor some of our nation's most distinguished graduating 
high school seniors. In 1979, the program was extended to 
recognize students who demonstrate exceptional talent in 
the visual, creative and performing arts. In 2015, the pro-
gram was again extended to recognize students who 
demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career and 
technical education fields. Each year, up to 161 U.S. stu-
dents are named as Presidential Scholars, one of the na-
tion's highest honors for high school students. 

To see all the 2020 U.S.Presidential Scholars, click the link:  
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/2020/scholars.pdf 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/psp/2020/scholars.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1peRC7nvpTxYNHQFi93tzHzMCxOxbODF_xfsKEMI2_pyynzoxlmuBccbg


As I reflect on the past year and few months, I want to say thank you to staff, parents, and students for 
your support and dedication to the Richland #44 School District over the past year and especially dur-
ing Connect #44.  Through your patience and partnership, we all learned how to navigate distance 
learning.  I am proud of how our school came together to continue learning and growing through 
Connect #44.    
 

As the school year comes to an end, I’d like to thank Mrs. Bell, Speech-Language Pathologist, and 
Mrs. Messer, Prekindergarten teacher, for their dedication to the district.  We thank you for your time 
and wish you the best as you continue the journey to positively impact students. 
 

We would like to welcome Taylor Moen to our staff!  Ms. Moen will be joining us as our Preschool/Title I teacher this fall. 
.   
There will be a couple of teaching staff changes during the 2020-21 School Year.   
Preschool/Title I - Ms. Moen         Kindergarten – Mrs. Hudson and Mrs. Jacobson    
1st Grade – Mrs. Clark          2nd Grade – Mrs. Rieger and Mr. Wuori       
3rd Grade – Mrs. Klein           4th Grade – Ms. Larson and Mr. Krueger  
5th/6th Grade - Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Harris       PE/Library/Title 1 – Mrs. Taszarek  
Elementary Music - Mrs. Viland  Elementary Counselor - Ms. Baker  Special Education - Mrs. Bengtson
         
PreK and Kindergarten Round-up will take place in August.  We invite all parents of incoming prek and kindergarten stu-
dents to join us for this event.  You will meet the classroom teachers and be given information about the upcoming school 
year.  More information to come!  
 

Again, thank you for the wonderful school year.  If you have any questions over the summer, do not hesitate to contact me at 
701-587-3003 or elicia.hofmann@k12.nd.us.  Have a fantastic summer and I look forward to seeing you in August!  

Every year since 2012, the students in Ms. Stenseth's junior English write an essay for the Wahpeton-
Breckenridge Rotary sponsored Four Way Test essay contest. They choose any topic they are interested in and 
apply the Rotary's Four-way Test... 
Is it the truth? 
Is it fair to all concerned? 
Will it build good will and better friendships? 
Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
 
We just heard back that three of our Richland students won!  
Kirsten Boehm placed 1st and a prize of $200 with her essay entitled, "Abortion and the Truth." 
Tegan Amundson won 2nd place and $150 with "Compensation and Common Decency." 
McKenzie Johnson won 3rd place and $100 with her essay, "Is Drinking While Driving Still a Prominent Prob-
lem?" 
 
We are so unbelievably proud of these students! Kiersten's essay will advance to the next level. Thank you, 
Wahpeton-Breckenridge Rotary Club, for sponsoring this opportunity! 

mailto:elicia.hofmann@k12.nd.us


12th Grade  - A Honor Roll 
Ava Aigner  
Tegan Amundson   
Carson Anderson   
Katlyn Erickson    
Colten Evanson    
Hanna Johnson    
Carter Lingen    
Cole Myers    
Annamae Niemi    
Gavin Reiland   
Zachariah Ringdahl 
Jacob Sahl   
Kaitlyn Wagner   
Zachary Wulfekuhle  
 

12th Grade—B Honor Roll 
Dillon Bevre 
Paige Hasbargen  
Bret Hegseth    
Brock Hegseth   
Gary Johnson   
Jack Ringdahl 
Dona Sepeda   
Tessa Smith 
 

11th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Kiersten Boehm   
Rylee Hendrickson  
Samantha Hendrickson  
McKenzie Johnson 
Gunnar Miller  
Ellie Storbakken   
Thomas Zander  
  
 

11th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Sawyer Brown  
Nathaniel Mjoness  
Chase Schmitt  
 
 
 
 
 
  

10th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Drew Gunness   
Emma Heyen 
Megan Lingen   
Hannah Malaterre  
Colten Mickelson   
Keagan Neppl   
Noah Pfeiff 
Trinity Ringdahl   
Megan Roob   
Nicholas Thompson  
 

10th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Ethan Schnellbach 
Dacey Willprecht 
 

9th Grade - A Honor Roll  
Shandi Callenius  
Kaden Carlson  
Addie Christensen 
Teddy Flaa  
Blake Miller   
Carli Niemi   
Adam Skoog   
Logan Stebelton   
Mason Storbakken  
Morgan Sundstrom  
Megan Taszarek   
Kennedi Wagner   
Hans Weinmann   
Tanner Zander   
 

 
 
 

8th Grade - A Honor Roll 
Patrick Boyle 
Ashlyn Brown   
Wade Gorder 
Jewel Harland   
Alison Heyen   
Penelope Miranowski 
Trent Moe  
Eric Moen   
Cody Thompson   
Levi Ulven   
Isabel Viele   
Ella Weinmann   
Nicholas Wulfekuhle 
8th Grade - B Honor Roll 
Ryley Flaa   
Nick Mjoness   
 
7th Grade - A Honor Roll 
TeAnna Anderson 
Kalie Boehm   
Nathan Clarke 
Otto Dockter   
Emma Erdahl   
Cora Hermunslie   
Inger Holdman   
Sydney Loff   
Lillian Miranowski  
Alayna Schmitt   
Emma Schnellbach  
 

7th Grade - B Honor Roll  
Preston Schmit   
McKayla Stebleton 

Last month we announced eleven of our chapter members who were District Winners in their FFA Profi-
ciency Award.  We are excited to announce that nine of them were selected as State Finalists and three of 
the finalists advancing as State WINNERS!!   
 
North Dakota FFA State Finalists for FFA Proficiency Awards: 
 
Outdoor Rec -   Kiersten Boehm     Landscape Management  -  Kariann Sahl    Turf Grass Management   -  Zach Wulfekuhle           

Poultry Production  -  Jett Foley   Fruit Production   -  Kiersten Boehm   Agricultural Education  -  Parker Crooks   
Forage Production  -   Brock Hegseth        Fiber/Oil Production  -  Bret Hegseth Diversified Ag Production -  Bret Hegseth 

 
And an extra congratulations to the North Dakota FFA State CHAMPIONS who will advance to the national level with a chance 
to be national finalists and interview for national champions!! 
Fiber/Oil Production  -  Bret Hegseth Agricultural Education  -  Parker Crooks   Outdoor Rec -   Kiersten Boehm   

         
In addition, the Richland 44 FFA Chapter was selected as a state finalist in the National Chapter Awards program. This places our 
chapter in the top 10% in the state. The Chapter application will advance for national consideration.  

Starts: June 15th 

Ends:  July 31st 

Days: Mon-Thurs 

Cost: $100 to Pierce Moline 

Ages: entering grades 8-12 
Each athlete will lift Monday-

Thursday for a one hour session.  As of 

right now, we have to limit the amount 

of people that are in the school at one 

time.  This means that there will be 

multiple lifting groups and lifting 

times.  The first will start at 6:30am the 

last group will depend on how many 

students sign up. 

 

 

BIGGER, FASTER, STRONGER 

*Focuses on BOTH male and                    

female athletes 

* It is NOT tailored to any specific sport 

*The BFS Program recognizes that making 

progress in weight room is important, but 

improving balance, flexibility, and core 

strength is essential for injury prevention. 

 

For more information email Mr. Mo-

line at pierce.moline@k12.nd.us 

mailto:pierce.moline@k12.nd.us


 

As the RHS Music Parents group finishes up orders for next year's Com-
munity Calendar, we want to thank all the individuals and businesses 
who support our organization. Through calendar sales, as well as dona-
tions, we were able to accomplish our goals for the past school year.  
 *Purchased a $4,800 set of Orff Instruments for elementary music  
 *Produced a successful production of "Cinderella" 
*Gifted two $250 scholarship awards 
 *Helped support a "Virtual Spring Concert" 
 *Purchased a mobile storage unit for set materials and other music program supplies 
  
Our mission is to promote and support music education in our schools. We hope you will consider joining our 
group next Fall.  

Reminder that ALL athletes, grades 7-

12 are REQUIRED to have a Sports 

Physical every year in order to partici-

pate in sports.  Physical forms MUST 

be turned in before students can start 

practice.   

 

The form found at http://

www.richland.k12.nd.us/wp-content/

uploads/2018/06/

NDHSAA_Physical_Form2.pdf  needs to 

be completed by the physician. 

http://www.richland.k12.nd.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NDHSAA_Physical_Form2.pdf
http://www.richland.k12.nd.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NDHSAA_Physical_Form2.pdf
http://www.richland.k12.nd.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NDHSAA_Physical_Form2.pdf
http://www.richland.k12.nd.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/NDHSAA_Physical_Form2.pdf


SPEECH/LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST 
 

**Richland #44 School District and Wyndmere Pub-
lic Schools are seeking a K12 Speech/Language 
Pathologist.  Three days a week will be in Richland 
#44 and two days a week will be in Wyndmere. Must 
hold ASHA Certification with ND licensure.   Apply 
at:  https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/
JobPostings/view.asp?
FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2253 
 
Contact Dr. Gandhi at britney.gandhi@k12.nd.us for 
more information  

 

Richland #44 currently has several coaching positions open. 

Junior High Football Coach:  Starting August 2020  

Varsity Volleyball Coach:  Starting August 2020  

Assistant Volleyball Coach:  Starting August 2020 

Varsity Boys Basketball Coach:  Starting Nov. 2020 

Questions?  Contact our activities director at     Spencer.Timm@k12.nd.us 

To apply, visit https://richland44schooldistrict.weebly.com/job-openings.html  

https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2253
https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2253
https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2253
https://richland44schooldistrict.weebly.com/job-openings.html


 

 

Richland #44 Dollars for Scholars is happy to announce that $16,000 in scholarships was awarded this year!  We want to 
thank everyone that supported DFS and came to an event or bought a ticket or more!  The last half of the year we were 
able to hold our Bunko night and had lots of fun and many laughs.  We look forward to more events next school year! All 
this money goes back to our students and helps with college expenses.   
Some scholarships are directly funded by organizations or families. The rest are from the Richland #44 DFS directly. Con-
gratulations to the following seniors and alumni on receiving scholarships this year: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next list of scholarships were awarded by North Dakota Dollars for Scholars.  By having a DFS chapter in our school, 
Richland students and alumni are also eligible for state and national scholarships  
Congratulations to the following alumni:   
       

      
  

I would also like to personally thank the DFS volunteers: Don and Donna Thiel, AnnDee Erickson, Mary Boehm and 
Brenda Roob.  They along with family members help to make all this possible for our students.  If you would like to  help 
in any way, please reach out to one of us or follow us on Facebook 
 
Starting next school year, one requirement to be eligible for a Richland #44 Scholarship is students need to help with four 
functions in some way throughout their high school career, with one event being in the student’s senior year.  Some things 
up and coming are the 50/50 raffles, DFS events and a raffle in the winter. 
 
Thanks again for your support of this organization and if you are interested in naming a scholarship in memory of a loved 
one, for your family or your business.  Please let us know, we will give you all the details on how to get started! 
 

Tammy Miller, Richland #44 DFS President 

NDDFS Returning Student and Graduate Student Scholarship $1,000.00 Caleb Boehm 

NDDFS Returning Student and Graduate Student Scholarship $1,000.00 Mikayla Lacher 

NDDFS Robert and Doris Alin Legacy Scholarship $2,500.00 Sarah Krupich 

 
 

August 20 
Back to School Night 

 
August 26 

First Day of School 

Did you know that you can subscribe to 
the Colt Connection?  If you would like 
each issue mailed to you, we ask for a $10 
donation each year to cover the cost of 

postage.  You can also subscribe to have each issue emailed to you 
by emailing Kendra at:    

Kendra.L.Dockter@k12.nd.us  

For convenience, we also place copies throughout the community.  
You can find the Colt Connection at Colfax Express, Aber Grocery, 
Red River Communications, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Galchutt 
Lutheran Church, the post offices in Abercrombie, Colfax, and Chris-
tine, and at both the elementary and high school offices. 

You will find current and past newsletters on our school website by 
clicking on the “Newsletter Tab” at www.richland.k12.nd.us . 

Cass County Electric Scholarship  $1,000.00 Hanna Johnson 
Richland 44 DFS Scholarships for Graduating Seniors  $1,000.00 Katy Erickson 

  $1,000.00 Kaitlyn Wagner 
  $    750.00 Tegan Amundson 
  $    750.00 Zachary Wulfekuhle 

Richland 44 DFS 4 year Renewable Scholarship 
$500.00 per year 
for up to 4 years Zachary Wulfekuhle 

Richland 44 DFS Returning Student Scholarship  $    500.00 Mikayla Lacher 
Richland 44 DFS Volunteer Scholarship  $    500.00 Katy Erickson 
Richland 44 DFS For those who worked while in school   $    500.00 Bret Hegseth 

The Colt Scholarship   $    500.00 Zachary Wulfekuhle 
   $    500.00 Kaitlyn Wagner 

Richland PTO Community Builder Scholarship  $2,000.00 Ava Aigner 
  $2,000.00 Zachary Wulfekuhle 

Red River Communications ND Co-op Scholarship   $1,000.00 Zachary Wulfekuhle 
Aber Sportsmen's Scholarship   $    500.00 Gavin Reiland 
Rufer Family Musician Scholarship   $    500.00 Zachary Wulfekuhle 
Selmer J Lodahl Scholarship   $    500.00 Mikayla Lacher 
Tannis and Dain Anderson Scholarship   $    500.00 Kaitlyn Wagner 



Colt Country is home to many Richland #44 alumni 
members.  We would like to recognize these classes 
through the decades as they reach and possibly have 
plans to celebrate milestone reunions this year! 

*Class picture from 1970 was 
not available 


