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Senior graduation is an exciting day that all students look forward to.  We know these last couple 
months have been unique for many reasons.  As we think of our seniors, we are doing everything we 
can to provide a special event for their graduation ceremony and at the same time, taking into consid-
eration guidelines and safety precautions released by the Governor.  
 

On Sunday, May 24th at 2pm, our seniors will walk across the stage in the Richland #44 gymnasium 
and receive their diploma.  Each student will be allowed to have 4 members from their household at-
tend.  The event will be livestreamed for family, friends, and community members to watch this mem-
orable event. 
 

In addition, a Senior Awards night will be held Tuesday, May 19 at 7pm.  This will be a virtual event 
and will also be livestreamed.   Please watch for more details as they become available.   



Colt Country, 
 
Thank you for your patience with us as we continue distance learning for the rest of the 
school year. Parents, you have done an incredible job helping us from home! I know there 
are many stories (good, bad, or otherwise) from this experience, and we will be so glad to be 
back at school when allowed.  We will plan on and hope for a regular school opening this 
fall and will continue with that plan until told otherwise.  
 
I want to take this time to thank our teachers and other staff members.  We recently celebrated Educator Appreci-
ation Week. Having been an educator for over a decade I have seen firsthand how hard educators work. This ex-
perience of COVID-19 has shed light on just how hard our educators work and strive to deliver excellent instruc-
tion every day. THANK YOU to our teachers and staff for your commitment to Richland #44 students. 
 
We are still finalizing plans for events for the end of the year and summer. We will share these details as they 
become available.  More than anything, I hope to honor our seniors during their graduation ceremony and wish 
them well as they leave us. This was not the senior year they anticipated, and we hope for nothing but the best for 
them as they move into adulthood. While this has been a hard experience, I believe they will be stronger for it. 
 
We will finish the school year strong with our final two weeks of CONNECT #44 and will be communicating 
plans for wrapping up the school year. As always, please reach out with questions, suggestions, or comments. We 
are better together, Colt Country! 
 
Warmly, 
Dr. Gandhi 

Mrs. Klein’s third graders worked and pre-
pared Country Projects this year during the 
CONNECT #44 experience.  Each student 
researched and wrote a report on a specific 
country and then shared and presented it 
during a ZOOM meeting!! 



 

Greetings Richland Colts, 
 
As we have spent a few weeks in Connect #44, I hope each one of you is doing well.  We miss seeing 
your children at school every day.  Although it is fun to connect virtually, we miss their faces, smiles, 
and hugs. 
 
The partnership between the home and school is a key component and now more than ever we appre-
ciate your partnership and support during these unprecedented times.  Preparing for school closure in 
such a short amount of time has been, and will continue to be, a team effort from every member of our district.  We will 
continue to do what we can to support your child’s learning at home.  Most importantly each child needs to know they are 
loved and going to be okay as we go through this pandemic.     
 
I would like to commend the Richland Elementary Staff who are making the most of this new learning opportunity we 
have been given.  A reminder that K through 4th grade will provide live instruction and intervention to students as needed 
and 5th and 6th grade teachers have set office hours from 9:30 – 10:30 and 1:30 – 2:30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays.   
Please continue reaching out to teachers when you or your child has a question.    
 
Thank you for your continued support of Richland Elementary, Go Colts! 
 
Elicia Hofmann, Elementary Principal 

Each month, the high school faculty votes on the Rotary 
Student of the Month.  The Student of the Month is se-
lected from the junior class.  The faculty looks at students 
who excel in many areas including academics, extra-
curricular activities, character, and community involve-
ment.  Congratulations to the following on being named 
Student of the Month: 

Gunnar Miller 
May SOTM 

Hello Richland Colts, 
 

I hope you and your families are doing well, staying healthy, and enjoying the beautiful weather 
we’ve been having (finally!).  
 

Over the last several weeks, I have created weekly videos for your child on various topics. I have dis-
cussed feelings, reviewed the calm-down steps from Second Step, and encouraged random acts of 
kindness. I hope your families have enjoyed these videos at home! J  
 

Recently I received a large response from the 4th, 5th, and 6th graders wanting to know how they can 
manage their time better and stay on task during Connect #44. I created a mini lesson and provided 
these students with a few tips to get them thinking! I highlighted the importance of making a to-do list of their assign-
ments, including Zoom or Google meetings with their teachers, as well as planning for some of their free time to be non-
screen related (go outside, read, pick up an old or new hobby, etc), and finding a balance between it all. So far, it sounds 
like many of them loved the tip of listening to music with headphones to stay focused and ignore distractions while work-
ing on their assignments. The second highly requested topic, how to handle stress and anxiety, will be the focus of my 
next video! 
 

You can locate my school counseling website at https://counselingwithmsbaker.weebly.com.  On my website under the 
resources tab, you will find several of my favorite resources for parents. I have linked self-care tips for parents & caregiv-
ers at home, social media safety for teens, why kids need mindfulness, and tips for parents on helping their child with wor-
rying/anxiety. These resources will be ever-changing – please let me know if you have a request! 
 

If you need anything at all, I am here for you and your family. I can be reached by phone at (701) 428.1513 (call or text),  
or by email at laura.baker@k12.nd.us 
 
Take care and stay well, 
Laura Baker, School Counselor 
Richland Elementary 

https://counselingwithmsbaker.weebly.com
mailto:laura.baker@k12.nd.us


 

Speech has made a return at Richland 44! We are beyond 
thrilled that the school district made the decision to get this ac-
tivity going again. Eight students took the leap to join the team. 
Before practice began, we gave the students the opportunity to 
go to a speech meet and watch the categories they were most 

interested in. It was a great chance to see 
experienced speakers and to allow them 
to see how meets are ran. We spent a 
week picking categories, choosing topics, 
and reading through pieces. Once the students made their decision we began practicing 2 
nights per week. They were all diligent in coming to practices and running through their 
pieces as many times as we asked them to! We ended up competing at a total of 5 meets 
this year with the students placing at every meet! Which, for the first year back and a 
young team, is a huge accomplishment. We were, and continue to be, so proud of their 
hard work this past season. They surpassed our expectations! While the unexpected and 
abrupt end to our season was tough, we enjoyed the time we did get to spend with the stu-
dents and look forward to working with them next season.  

 
Meet the coaches: Jackie (Lee) Hovind is a 2012 graduate from Rich-
land and Dylan Hovind a 2010 graduate from North Sargent. Both of 
us were active members of our speech teams - competing mostly in 
Humorous Duo, Serious Duo and Serious Prose. We know the im-
portance of this activity and the long lasting results it provides in eve-
ryday life. From the presentations in high school and college to your 
first job interview – speech WILL make in impact. Richland was a 
powerhouse in the speech community for many years and our goal is 
to bring that back. We have a desire to see our students succeed and 
thrive in this activity. Any student can join at any point in the season 
and we encourage students AND parents to ask questions. Feel free to 
reach out to us at any time. We look forward to many more years of 
coaching at RHS! Go Colts! 

Richland #44 currently has several              
coaching positions open. 

Varsity Football Coach: Starting August 2020  

Junior High Football Coach:  Starting August 2020  

Varsity Volleyball Coach:  Starting August 2020  

Assistant Volleyball Coach:  Starting August 2020 

 

Questions?  Contact our activities director at     

Spencer.Timm@k12.nd.us 
 

To apply, visit https://richland44schooldistrict.weebly.com/

job-openings.html  

https://richland44schooldistrict.weebly.com/job-openings.html
https://richland44schooldistrict.weebly.com/job-openings.html


RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 
LEGAL NOTICE OF THE 2020 ANNUAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on June 9, 2020 the Annual School Board Election will be held in the 
Richland School District #44 for the purpose of electing school board members to fill any expired or vacated 
terms.  This will be an ABSENTEE BALLOT ONLY election.  
 
Applications were mailed from the office of the Secretary of State.  When completing this application please 
make sure School Election is selected.  Persons not receiving an application may obtain one from the Business 
Manager of Richland Public Schools, the County Auditor’s office, or on our website at www.richland.k12.nd.us.  
 
Contact Kendra Dockter with any questions or to obtain an absentee ballot application   
 
Absentee Ballot APPLICATIONS can be returned in one of the following ways: 

1. USPS mail    Richland #44 School District % Kendra Dockter   PO BOX 49   Colfax, ND 58018 
2.  Drop off at the secure drop box located at the high school in Colfax, ND 58018 

      3.  Emailed, with signature, to kendra.l.dockter@k12.nd.us 
** It is encouraged that you return the application as soon as possible to allow for turn around of ballot.   
 
Absentee BALLOTS can be returned in one of the following ways: 

1.  USPS mail    Richland #44 School District % Kendra Dockter   PO BOX 49   Colfax, ND 58018 
2.  Drop off at the secure drop box located at the high school in Colfax, ND 58018 

**BALLOTS must be postmarked no later than June 8 and must be in the drop box by 5pm on June 8. 
 
 
 
 
            ONE MEMBER SHALL BE ELECTED FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

 
AREA 2 (two) - One member shall be elected from that area in Eagle Township between the  

   Walcott road and Abercrombie Township.   (3-year term)             
 
AREA 6 (six) - One member shall be elected from the village of Colfax, ND (3-year term) 
 
 
 
PROPOSITIONS:     
Voters desiring to vote in favor of said proposition should vote “yes.” 
Voters desiring to vote against such proposition should vote “no.” 
 
 
“Shall Richland Public School District No. 44,  
County of Richland, State of North Dakota,  
publish a record of the proceedings of the School 
Board in the official County  newspaper of the  
school district for the succeeding two years?” 

http://www.richland.k12.nd.us
mailto:kendra.l.dockter@k12.nd.us


 

 

**Richland Elementary is currently seeking applicants for 
Preschool/Title I Teacher starting in the 2020-2021 
school year. This position will be teaching one class of 
PreK three days a week and Title I interventions two days 
a week. Applicants should hold certification for teaching 
PreK.     Apply at:  https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/
onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?
FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2255 
 

 
**Richland #44 School District and Wyndmere Public 
Schools are seeking a K12 Speech/Language 
Pathologist.  Three days a week will be in Richland #44 
and two days a week will be in Wyndmere. Must hold 
ASHA Certification with ND licensure.   Apply at:  https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/
view.asp?FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2253 

 
**Richland #44, along with Milnor and Northern Cass Schools are currently seeking applicants for TWO Liter-
acy Coach positions.  The positions are funded with the Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant that 
was recently awarded to the group and will operate 2020-2025.  The Literacy Coach is a critical lever in in im-
proving student achievement and supporting learners from birth to grade 12.  For further description of position 
and to apply, visit:  https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?
FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2256  
 
Contact Dr. Gandhi at britney.gandhi@k12.nd.us or 701-372-3713 for more information on all positions. 

 
MAY 22 

Last Day of School 
 

Student Supply Drop 
Off Day 

9am - 3pm 
 

Watch for specific de-
tails to be emailed. 

Did you know that you can subscribe to 
the Colt Connection?  If you would like 
each issue mailed to you, we ask for a $10 
donation each year to cover the cost of 

postage.  You can also subscribe to have each issue emailed to you 
by emailing Kendra at:    

Kendra.L.Dockter@k12.nd.us  

For convenience, we also place copies throughout the community.  
You can find the Colt Connection at Colfax Express, Aber Grocery, 
Red River Communications, Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Galchutt 
Lutheran Church, the post offices in Abercrombie, Colfax, and Chris-
tine, and at both the elementary and high school offices. 

You will find current and past newsletters on our school website by 
clicking on the “Newsletter Tab” at www.richland.k12.nd.us . 

Congratulations to the Richland 44 FFA members who have completed their American FFA Degree Ap-
plication.  This is the highest honor bestowed by the National FFA and is awarded at the National FFA 
Convention.  Mikayla Lacher, Aaron Meyer, John Haverland and Caleb Boehm. 
 
Congratulations to the Richland 44 FFA members who were District Winners in their FFA Proficiency 
Award.  Applications will be judged mid-May and state winners will be announced the first week of 
June. 
 
Congratulations to Zachariah Ringdahl and Jett Foley who applied and should easily qualify for their State FFA Degree! 
 
Agricultural Education  -  Parker Crooks     Landscape Management  -  Kariann Sahl    Poultry Production  -  Jett Foley              

Diversified Ag Production -  Bret Hegseth            Turf Grass Management   -  Zach Wulfekuhle  
Fruit Production   -  Kiersten Boehm            Goat Production - Drew Gunness              Beef Production -  Brock Hegseth 
Forage Production  -   Brock Hegseth        Outdoor Rec -   Kiersten Boehm      Fiber/Oil Production  -  Bret Hegseth  
 

https://www.applitrack.com/ndseec/onlineapp/JobPostings/view.asp?FromAdmin=true&AppliTrackJobId=2255
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Thank you to everyone who sold and purchased tickets to make our Golf Cart Raffle a SUCCESS even during a 
pandemic and social distancing!  Congratulations to our raffle winners: 

Golf Cart - Todd Johnson 
$500 Cash - Kati Ulven 

$300 Cash - Tonya Kemper Poole 
$200 Cash - Pat Flaa 

Coltbacker Prize Package - Laurie Quamme  
 

The purpose of the Richland Coltbackers Booster Club is to provide financial and moral support for athletic pro-
grams at Richland #44 Schools to ensure continued growth and development of our student athletes and athletic 
programs.  These efforts are made possible through fundraising events like this raffle.  Without the support of our 
parents, athletes, and community, none of this would ever be possible.  

A large project the Coltbackers will be funding this year is the replacement of Gym Mats in the old gym in 
Colfax.  With a new, beautiful refinish to the gym floor last summer, these mats will enhance the look even more! 

Each year, Richland #44 Coltbackers recognizes each sport by invit-
ing senior high athletes, families, and coaches to celebrate.  Awards, 
highlights, and memories are shared during this event.   

 

Even though it may look a little different this year, we will still be 
hosting an Athletic Banquet!  It will be held Thursday, May 21st at 
7pm via ZOOM and Live Streamed on the Richland Schools 
YouTube Page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCzxTkNeViihj5IDF3elcHQg?view_as=subscriber  

 

Congratulations to all of our athletes this year!  We are especially 
thinking of our athletes who missed out on spring sports and hope for 
things to return to normal soon.   

We hope you’ve all been staying safe and healthy. Even though things are differ-
ent than we all expected them to be, PTO is still here to support students, parents, 
teachers, and staff. If you need household or personal supplies, we’re providing 
them weekly--Contact Mrs Gandhi for more information.  
 
We want to thank the families, individuals, and businesses who have donated to our Family Support Program. 
And thanks to the Colfax Farmers Elevator for donating 150 rolls of TP. We’re so grateful for the support. 
 
We have a lot of great applications for our PTO scholarship! We’re reviewing and will notify the recipients in 
the coming week 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzxTkNeViihj5IDF3elcHQg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzxTkNeViihj5IDF3elcHQg?view_as=subscriber


Richland Elementary celebrated CONNECT #44 with a Virtual Spirit Week!.  On Friday, May 1st Mrs. North 

Dakota joined a CWK Zoom session and read a story!  The following week, May 4-8 students celebrated with 

dress up days at home to have a virtual spirit week!  

 



Please fill out the order form at https://forms.gle/4V1N8q6Q9XCDKvuF7  
by May 22, 2020 to place your order. 

The deadline to order has been extended to MAY 22, 2020 

https://forms.gle/4V1N8q6Q9XCDKvuF7


 



Check us out on Facebook 

RICHLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 

Get your community calendar and stay in-
formed with everything happening all year 
long.  This calendar includes music events, 
sports events, school events, FFA events, 

community events, birthdays, anniversaries, 
memorials, and more! 

https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html  

Be sure to pay online on the ordering website or  
send checks to:                                                        

Darla Rufer   PO Box 8 Christine ND 58015 
Thank you!!! 

https://richlandmusicparents.weebly.com/calendar.html

